21st, 22nd and 23rd April at 7pm
Sixmilebridge GAA Hall.
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Flan was joined by Frances Downes. Frances has written, produced and directed every production staged by Sixmilebridge
Youth Club up to 2020.

'I[n 1982 Sixmilebridge Youth Clubwas formed bthSﬁght which nl-'!mazbg 40 years in existence. In 1984

In late 2020 we received a phone call from Frances who told us that she had decided to call time on her role with Sixmilebridge
Youth Club. | think all of us who received that phone call that day were absolutely gutted. Because we were in the middle of a
pandemic we could do nothing to celebrate her achievements.

As restrictions began to be lifted a group of us met up to see where we would go from here and the idea for tonight’s show was
born. We decided to hold a tribute show for Frances. We have done our very best to keep this from her and I'm not sure if we
have succeeded.

Everything you see on stage over the next few nights has been the brainchild of Frances.

When we reached out to previous cast members down through the years, we were inundated with people who wanted to be
involved and the general reply was “I'll do anything for Frances” and we are overwhelmed and so grateful to all our returning
cast members for their commitment to this show.

We always knew how hard Frances worked for each show but it was only when we took on this task that we realised exactly how

We can't mention Frances without acknowledging Tony Downes. Tony looked after our lights, our backdrops and everything else
that was needed. To replace Tony this year we had to call in the professionals to assist us and that in itself showed how much
he did for Sixmilebridge Youth Club.

To many people Frances is Sixmilebridge Youth Club, she is a huge loss to us but we will do everything we can to continue to have
the passion that she instilled in us all and continue giving young people in the village the chance to express themselves though
music, dance and comedy.
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KAYLUM MAXWELL, BEN NAUGHTON
SHIRES

CHOREOGRAPHY: KACI TOOMEY, EMMANUEL OKUBANIJO,
LAUREN KELLY

SOUND & LIGHTING: LUMATECH

OF HOLSE TEAM: BREDA MOLONEY. FILEEN DEVANNY,
& MARY CARROLL. OLLIE CAHILL, CARMEL
HOGAN. SHARON MAXWELL. &)

BACKSTAGE TEAM: SHARON KENNEDY, CIARA DOWNB.
KRISTIN HORAN, EMMANUEL
OKUBANJIO,. AOIFE CADOGAN. KATE
FLYNN., KACI TOOMEY, NO!:LL&N
MURTPHY, SAOIRSE DOWNES,

‘ v’" l
| @ CERMAUE, KAT R L KEVIN
. " PROGRAMME:

. DAVID R SHIRES,
(THEIMAGEDESIGNS.COM)

RODUCTION ASSISTANTS:
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Vo had additional chalienges In running rehearsals due to Covid - the masks only came off in February! Our
t have boen fantastic and adaptod to every restriction we had to implement.

mmwmmnuumm-ammm“mamww
GAA Club also deserve spoclal thanks. |

‘a yoar off, all our oquipment was dusty - especially our stage backdrop! We would like to give special
i s 10 Tod and Richard Germaine and Jack Walsh for helping us to got this up and running again.

ks 1o Kaylum, Stacey, Miriam and Marta for working In our shop at the interval.

‘We would fike to thank our ticket outiets - Centra, Tim Crowe's Gala and Reddan's Post Office, who kindly

_Mw“mnmwumrm-m leaders who are no longer with us.
Ve remamber them fondly. '
bmumwmmmwsam and Ollie in particular, who have been fantastic

hmmw-nm chocolate and supplies for Food Sunday which was much
d by our cast and production team!

'Tmmhutwm-msm.wmswmﬁn"hmm."' ‘
of this pantomime. v
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Co-Chatrpersons Ciara Downes & Sharon Kennedy
Secretary Kate F
Assistant Treasuror Kevin Toomaoy »
Chiid Protection Officer Kristin Horan
- Registrar Aoife Cadogan
i PRO & Digital Media Officer  Sharon Maxwell
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NEASKCONLON
CATHAL CREENE
BEN MURPHY
PADRAIC SHANNON
CIARA MINIHAN

~ CADHLA COTTER

- TRIONA OHALLORAN
OLLIE KEARNEY
MIKEY CORBETT
BARRY CORBEIT

ANNA HAUCH, AARON KEANE. LUCIE MY
JULIANNE MCAULEY, ew.u omcum

SHARON KENNEDY, mmmaow
EMMA LALLY, CRACE COLLINS,
ORPEN

BRENDAN MURPHY, BEN MURPHY
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' FRANCES JOINING OUR YOUTH CLUB.

FLAN SPAIGHT

hen Sixmilebridge Youth Cub started
we had many difficulties in finding a
venue. We had to meet in Kilmurry
Community Centre for the first few
years and to bring the members to the dub by
[ car, which caused logistical problems as we had
~ nearly 30 members from the beginning. Once
"m got permission to use the Parochial Hall
~ in Sixmilebridge we were able to increase our
~ membership and although we had plenty of
adult leaders we were always open to new adults
coming along.
At the time, we had mainly a games and activities
programme and we decided to begin introducing
some stage work and entered for the Clare Youth Service “Tops of the County” competition
for 30-minute variety shows. This was a huge leap forward for us, and a big adventure for
young people and leaders alike.
None of our leaders really knew Frances at the time, but every time we had youth cub her
son Corey, who was about 15 at the time, would keep saying, “my mother can help with
- that” and this occurred over and over every night. We eventually decided to meet Frances i
o see what this ‘Wonder Woman’ could do to help us. And “Wow, did she help™!!! -
From the very beginning, Frances was just fantastic with the members and along with
~ her many skills, she offered the young people a space where they could feel they could
~ interact with adults in a friendly and secure environment. She has always been a terrific
youth leader and remains so to this day. She has the patience of a saint and has helped so
~ many young people develop their skills and self-confidence through the youth dub.
Despite many changes in leadership down through the years, Frances remained the one
~ constant in the dub and contributed greatly to the quality of youth work and overall
- success of the dub down through the years. She was never one for seeking the limelight
but was always working tirelessly in keeping the dub going and engaging in a positive
" mannerwith all the leaders and members. She has made an enormous impact on all of us
I and is deserving of our gratitude for all she has done for this community down through
the years.

i



SIXMILEBR GE YOUTH CLUB

I ince its foundation in 1982, and in its many activities through the
W, years, from sport and games to musical theatre, Sixmiebridge
xs Youth Club has always endeavoured to provide the young
- people of Sixmilebridge and the surrounding areas
~ with a platform to shine. We have been incredibly fortunate
| mmwmmhnmhdyspxﬂpthn

mmummaummhmmu ]
theatrical competition available to us. The club enjoyed enormous success in the Tops of
the Clubs and Youth Work Ireland Variety Competitions through the years, and by the time
~ the Tops of the Clubs’ competition ended in 1996, our club had won every possible award
at county and national level, h&hg&oadadﬁdwﬁﬂoummh '

Sin’I‘Illebndge Youﬂj CIUb back ‘Youth Work Ireland Variety, Munster

E_ Show Dance Championship’ titles from 2008

to 2011 and went on to win the All-lreland

i

at

title three times in that four-year period.

Jack and th We are inordinately proud of the talent and
Beanstalk de&afionohlloushgm,mas,m
: s comedians, and dancers who competed at all
levels. We are equally proud of our mentors,
coaches and choreographers who gave our
perbmmﬁohokm‘thm.ﬁd&nub.
shme-fnntofs'dllwgam ~

In 2002, we ventured htoth“ﬂ

setabunpmdumgmﬁmmm
was its success, that it was decided to make the
pantomime an annual event, and each year
the stature of the Shillhidgt Youth Club

WAL Ny ™ sy
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pantomime grows. Showcasing the incredible talent of the youth of Sixmilebridge and

surrounding areas, our pantomimes, staged at Sixmilebridge GAA Hall, are full to the brim
% ofcomedy, song, and dance. The self-confidence and sense of achievement that performing
4__ on stage can instill in our young people is truly a joy to behold. These productions take a

tremendous amount of preparation and dedication from performers, committee members
. and volunteers. Scriptwriting, auditions, costume design and preparation, choreography,
-set design etc are literally months in the making. All the preparation in the world would
| however be worthless without the generous and enthusiastic support of the wonderful
community of Sixmilebridge and the surrounding areas down through the years. We
- cannot thank you enough.

- It'sameasure of the affection that our members through the years hold for Sixmilebridge
Youth Club that our current leaders and committee are predominately made up of former
club members. And indeed, a vast majority of our current members are the children, (and
possibly even grandchildren!) of former dub members. Long may this tradition continue!

/

We were blessed
to have the
supremely
talented Frances
Downes as our
writer, producer,
and director for
50 many years. It
is impossible to
quantify Frances’
contribution to
the very fabric of
Sixmilebridge,
other than to say
her dedication and commitment to the young people of Sixmilebridge changed countless
lives for the better. In 2007, at an event celebrating 25 years of Sixmilebridge Youth Club,
the club surprised Frances with a special award to acknowledge this, and in 2020, Frances
received a most well-deserved Lifetime Volunteering Award from Clare Youth Service.

¥
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IS ‘A WORD OF THANKS FROM CYS |

I, lare Youth Service are in awe of what has been achieved by volunteers in

K&/ Sixmilebridge under the gentle guidance of Frands Downes. From the early years of

V the development of Youth Clubs in Clare when they excelled locally and nationally

" Win a host of sporting and artistic events the dub has been a leading light in the

- Youth scene for over four decades. The Downes home was the headquarters, and the cups
of tea the fuel, to encourage volunteers to create wonder and magic for generations of
young people.

 Over the years Frances has been instrumental in supporting the development of Clare

| Youth Service, serving for over seven years on the Board of Trustees. Successive Youth

' Workers have been only too happy to work alongside her, seek her counsel and have

( learned a great deal from her.

. There can be no doubt that her approach not only contributes
to individuals but impacts the community as a whole. She
supports young people to stay connected to their community
ensuring that as young adults and adults they continue to
contribute by encouraging ongoing and lifelong volunteering.
Research shows that the consistent factor identified by people
who demonstrate resilience, happiness and a thriving life in
later years is the presence of significant adults in their lives
as teenagers. This one factor is the key item that they believe
helped them, not only survive and thrive during adolescence but also helped them build

l - good relationships and face the daily challenges of life more easily as adults. There areso

~many young and not so young people whose lives have been impacted by the care shown
by Frances, her husband Tony, her family and her team of volunteers.
During our 50th anniversary celebrations some years ago, where her service was honored,
we were overwhelmed by the huge number of people living all over the World who reached
out with stories about Frances and what they gained from the Youth Club.
Itisdear that the foundationshe haslaid in Sixmilebridge is atemplate forall communities,
for all volunteers and for young people. Her passion and commitment to young people is
without equal and it is why she is so loved and respected by all who know her. Frances has
~ instilled in all the team a belief that ‘the show must go on’so much so that even with the
additional challenge of COVID they found new and inventive ways to bring young people
together to have fun and practice within the restrictions. There is no doubt that this show
will be a fitting tribute to Frances.
Clare Youth Service wishes her continued good health and the Youth Club continued success
as they take up the mantle to live by her example.

Clare Youth
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“THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC,
FRANCES",
[ rances has had an enormous impact on the formative years of
I countless young people in Sixmilebridge. Frances created an
environment of positivity, indusiveness and safety which allowed
us to find our confidence and our voices. | will be forever grateful
for the opportunities Frances gave me to find my voice and
confidence which has opened up a world of opportunities for me ’
and still does. Frances, I'm sorry | cant be there to celebrate you

this week but | want to thank you for all you gave to me personally
_and to the whole community of Sixmilebridge.

Olivia Owen

was 14 when | did my first show with Sixmilebridge Youth Club.I
- had just moved to the village and | loved to sing. Frances Downes |
L

was kind enough to give me some great opportunities to sing

and taught me so much about stagecraft and the art of being a

performer that | developed a life long love for it. | had a 20 year

v‘ professional career and did a degree and a masters in voice as |

e/ . 2 »*4 kmew | wanted to be able to pass my love and skills on to the next
generation. That would never have happened had it not been for

Frances. Thank you Frances for every opportunity you gave me both on and off the stage
- and everything you taught me. | am so grateful to have shared that magic with you. Al

Suzanne Carmody |

Growing up In Sixmilebridge and being one of the earliest ™
Al members of the Youth Club was such a wonderful experience.
It gave me and so many others a place to belong, a place where ‘ -

we could fit in and allowed for building community and for us to .y
lean into what it meant to contribute to something great. | wasso ;\q <
R s
&

fortunate to have had leaders in the community and the dub like
Frances who was like a mother to us all, she genuinely cared and
wanted to tap into everyone’s potential. She had a kind and yet
intuitive way of bringing out the best in everyone and everything she touched. The years
that | was part of all the shows that Frances produced were so memorable, life affirming
and helped to build my confidence as a young person and gave me reasons to be proud
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~ bywayof the work | and others put into the shows under the careful and watchful eye of
. Frances. She gave us all a purpose and ensured we had a common goal by way of how she

wrote, produced and brought everyone together to participate and perform in the dubs

| } .
L

 Francesis just a pure gem, she is the most wonderful lady and | owe her so much for what
 she thought me, how she took care of me and others and for all the dedication and heart
 that she poured into me and all the others in our community over the decades she lead
 the youth dub and shows. |consider Frances to be one of the best leaders I've had in my
" life up to present day and | can't thank her enough for being the amazing human she is.
- We all owe her so much and | hope life continues to bless her with love, great health and
' all of the very best. Thank you from the bottom of my heart Frances and Cheers to you

A0 Noel McNulty

- Ll aving been involved with Sixmilebridge Youth Club for well over
35 years, taking a brief break in between, it's fair to say that
there has been one constant - Frances!

‘She encouraged all the young people through the generations
 that came through Sixmilebridge Youth Club (myself induded!) to
_ showcase their talents; “Are you able to sing?”, “Can you act?’, “How
_ are your dance moves?” or, “(an you help backstage?”. Now read that first question again.
 Frances would not ask, “Are you a good singer?”, she would simply ask, “Can you sing?".
- That's essentially what Frances embodies - everyone involved in a show produced by
 Frances was made to feel important, because they are! If you wanted it, it was there for
you, and she made it happen. I
I have veryfond memories of the very early days, as Tops of the Clubs’variety shows gained |
- notoriety, travelling throughout the county and indeed, nationally with wonderful cast
~ members to represent our community. What struck me at that time, and even to this day, i
- was how Frances was able to interject momentous local, national and world news into ‘
shows, whetherit was the fall of the Berlin Wall, or a humorous ditty of Boris Yeltsin sitting
on a plane in Shannon, while Albert Reynold’s waited on the tarmac. Who can forget that
song, “Who the “*" is Albert?". She certainly had her finger on the pulse of local, national
and world affairs, and her themes certainly were appredated by audiences through the

years.
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FOLLOWUS ON FACEBOOK OR
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE,
WWW.SMBYOUTHCLUB.COM
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